


due to declining enrollment. 1 said,
“That’s my green light. Now [ can go to
North Central University and prepare for
ministry.”

I attended college days that spring.
One of the professors said, “Debbie,
since you already have a degree, you
would not need to start all over. Do you
want to go to the seminary?” I then
enrolled in the masters of divinity pro-
gram at Assemblies of God Theological
Seminary, Springfield, Missouri. I was
the first female graduate in that program
from our seminary. After the M.Div., I
completed the masters of arts in biblical
languages.

I had a 1l-year missions experience
primarily in Singapore and the
Philippines, although I went to quite a
few countries in Asia. That opportunity
opened up when I was teaching at
Central Bible College, and [ was also the
singles pastor at Central Assembly of
God in Springfield, Missouri, Naomi
Dowdy, a single missionary who pas-
tored a church in Singapore, spoke to my
singles group and we became friends.
This is why I spent time on the mission
field. Naomi let me stretch my wings. I
taught in the master’s program at the Far
East Advanced School of Theology in
Manila, in the Philippines.

After this I completed a Ph.D. in bib-
lical studies from Fuller Theological
Seminary. I have a double major in Old
and New Testaments. | wanted to study
the Bible. My central calling is the
ministry of the Word.

I had a wonderful education and 1
value it. But in a personal sense, the
things that have been the most influen-
tial are the lessons I've learned through
people and with people. When we're
mentored, coached, and guided, then we
hone our skills. The learning that's been
most beneficial in my life has been in a
relational context.

YOU'VE BEEN A PASTOR FOR THE
LAST 4 YEARS. HOW DID THAT
COME ABOUT?

GILL: I always felt pastoring would be
where | would end up. There had been
opportunities in education, but there
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were never any opportunities to pastor.
I had been teaching at North Central
University for about 15 years. I realized
that unless I did something to pursue
this myself, the doors probably wouldn't
open. [ talked with my section, my dis-
trict, and I was planning to plant a
church. I was about ready to launch it
when two of my colleagues from North
Central University called me. They had
been pastoring Living Hope Assembly
of God in North Oaks, Minnesota.
They were leaving for other ministry
opportunities. I went through the can-
didating process, and the church
elected me. The theme of my installa-
tion service was a destiny of divine
design. It looked like we were made for
each other.

GIVEN YOUR EXPERIENCE AS A
PASTOR AND EDUCATOR, WHAT
WOULD YOU SAY TO PASTORS CON-
CERNING CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?
GILL: The world has changed so much
that the people who come to know
Jesus in our churches today don’t have
any basis of Christian education. They
don’t know anything about the Bible.
They need to get a good foundation in
Christianity. But they're not coming to
us to get what we know they need.
They're coming with their felt needs.

education to be “infotainment,” where
somebody who is a good presenter
stands in front of the class and speaks,
and we call it education. But Christian
education needs to be incarnated and
people have to process it. They want the
skills and the practical things as much
as Bible knowledge.

TWO THINGS | HEAR COMING
THROUGH: RELATIONSHIP-BASED
AND EXPERIENCE-ORIENTED.
WOULD YOU SAY THOSE ARE TWO
CRITICAL ELEMENTS IN REACHING
POSTMODERN PEOPLE TODAY?
GILL: Definitely.

WILL THESE APPROACHES WORK IN
THE SMALLER CHURCH?

GILL: Yes. Even though our church was
small, we believed in Christian educa-
tion. It's not an option, because people
need a foundation. These approaches
work very well in a small church.

NOW THAT YOUR'E IN A ROLE TO
SHAPE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN
THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD, WHAT
ARE SOME OF YOUR GOALS?

GILL: One of the goals is making our
constituency aware of some of the
incredible resources and tools we have.
There is quality in the materials we

The world has changed so much that the
people who come to know Jesus in our churches
today don't have any basis of Christian education.

Sometimes we need to offer educa-
tional opportunities that will meet
their felt needs and draw them in.
Then we teach them biblical principles
and values.

We need to make Christian educa-
tion more relational. We need to do
more than pass on information; we
need to pass on skills and practical
things. As a Bible college professor I
learned this. T taught Greek, but what I
really taught were students. Eventually 1
understood that I needed to pass on the
truth, the principles, the passion, and
the skills. It is possible for Christian

produce. We're not just a headquarters
building; we're a resource center. We
have published materials, Web sites,
other media, and personnel resources.
We have people here who have a wealth
of information that can help pastors
and church leaders.

The second goal is to make Christian
education more relational. It can’t be
just a dynamic lecture, a person in
front of a room disseminating informa-
tion to others. There needs to be inter-
action, discussion, one-on-one disciple-
ship, small-group discipleship, and
mentoring. £
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