Book Review
Women Come Alive:
Autobiography of Mother Lizzie Robinson 1860-1945
Elijah Hill (Arlington, TX: Perfecting the Kingdom, Intl., 2005); 223 pp., paperback [order information: hislsker@yahoo.com or (214) 636-7668] 

Women Come Alive is the biography of one incredible African-American Pentecostal Pioneer.  Mother Lizzie (as she has been affectionately known) was the first National General Overseer of the Women’s Work in the Church of God in Christ (COGIC), appointed in 1911 by General Overseer (and founder) Charles Harrison Mason.  The book is full of fascinating history and amazing stories about Pentecostalism, America in the post-Civil War period, women in ministry, and race relations. 

Hill describes Bishop Mason as a “Barak” intentionally asking God for a “Deborah” to join him in spiritual battle and to lead an army of “Azusa Street Praying Sisters.”  Mother Lizzie, a powerful preacher/teacher and leader, raised such an army of women who planted many, many churches through intercession, signs and wonders, and hard work.  Their terminology for this process was “praying out” and “digging out” churches.

Both Bishop Mason and Mother Lizzie are inspiring models for us today.  Touched by God’s Spirit at Azusa in 1906, Mason founded COGIC in 1907.  Representing the only legally incorporated church body in early Pentecostalism, Mason ordained scores of white as well as black ministers.  Until 1914, COGIC had as many white churches as black.  Women Come Alive celebrates two great leaders in whose lineage we are. 

(The book raised such interest in me, I only wished for a more academic approach, with complete documentation, so I could dig deeper into the primary sources.)

—Reviewed by Deborah M. Gill, Ph.D., national director, Division of Christian Education; Commissioner, Commission on Discipleship; General Council, Springfield, Missouri; and a member of the Task Force on Women in Ministry.
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