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Independent Studies Course
BTH 631 THEOLOGY OF CHARISMATA

David M. Dippold January 4-April 23

COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A biblical study of the gifts of the Spirit with special emphasis on the Pauline Epistles. This
investigation includes an analysis of the definition and nature of the gifts, their context,
significance, and functions. Their use and contemporary application to the ministry of the Spirit
will be explored.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:

1.

2.
3.

4.

Analyze and explain the biblical teachings on spiritual gifts with special emphasis on the
Pauline epistles.

Articulate a Pentecostal theology for the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Explain ways to instruct, encourage, and oversee the operation of spiritual gifts in a local
church setting.

Articulate his/her philosophy of ministry regarding spiritual gifts.

COURSE TEXTBOOKS

Required:

Fortune, Don and Katie. Discover Your God-Given Gifts.

Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen Books, 1987.
0-8007-9108-8

Gee, Donald. Concerning Spiritual Gifts.

Springfield, MO: Radiant Books, GPH, 1980.
0-88243-486-1

Horton, Harold. The Gifts of the Spirit.

Springfield, MO: Radiant Books, GPH, 1934.
0-88243-504-3

Horton, Stanley. What the Bible Says About the Holy Spirit.
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Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1976.
0-88243-647-3

Lim, David. Spiritual Gifts, A Fresh Look.
Springfield, MO: GPH, 1991.
0-88243-636-8

Schatzmann, Siegfried. A Pauline Theology of the Charismata.
Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1987.
978-0913573488

Recommended:
Fee, Gordon. God's Empowering Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Letters of Paul.

Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1994,
978-1598564327

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Biblical Synthesis on the ministry of the Holy Spirit Paper:
>The student is to read Stanley Horton's text, What the Bible Says About the Holy Spirit.
>The student is to do an inductive Bible study using the biblical occurrences of "spirit™ in
both the Old and New Testaments. The student will do the study based on the Hebrew
and Greek words for "spirit." The study should emphasize the work and ministry of the
Spirit, not the person or deity of the Spirit.
>The student is to write a 7-10 page synthesis on the ministry and work of the Holy Spirit
as seen in Scripture based on the reading of Horton's text and the inductive Bible study.

2. Synopsis and comparison of Schatzmann, Siegfried. A Pauline Theology of the Charismata
and Don and Katie Fortune's Discover Your God-Given Gifts:
>The student is to read Schatzmann's text, A Pauline Theology of the Charismata and
Don and Katie Fortune's text, Discover Your God-Given Gifts.
>The student is to write a 5-7 page synopsis and comparison of the texts, highlighting the
etymology of the word "charismata,” summarizing Schatzmann's views as given in his
text, summarizing the Fortunes' views as given in their text, and noting the theological
distinctions between the two works.

3. Comparative study on the definitions of the charismata listed in the Pauline letters.
>The student is to read the textbooks by Donald Gee, Harold Horton, and David Lim.
>The student is to write a comparative study for the spiritual gifts listed in I Corinthians
12:4-11; Romans 12:4-8; and Ephesians 4:11ff based on the required textbooks (other
sources may be used such as Fee's work noted above). The study should include: 1) the
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name of the gift as listed in scripture, 2) biblical references where the name of the gift is
stated, 3) definitions of the gifts as given by the various textbook authors, 4) examples of
the gifts taken from scripture, and 5) any modern/contemporary/extra-biblical examples
of the gift as given in the textbooks. The study should be at 9-10 pages in length.

4. Pentecostal Pastors Interview:
>The student is to interview at least five Pentecostal or Charismatic pastors. The
interviews should include discussion on the following. 1) How does the pastor define
"spiritual gifts?" How does the pastor view the lists found in Romans 12, Ephesians 4, |
Corinthians 12, and | Peter 4? 2) How does the pastor and church give instruction on
spiritual gifts? 3) How does the pastor and church encourage the use and practice of
spiritual gifts in the life of the church, including the services? 4) How does the pastor
and church deal with abuses or misuses of spiritual gifts?
>The student will write a 5-7 page summary of the interviews, including the names and
dates of the interviews.

5. Personal Theology of the Charismata Paper:
>The student is to articulate his/her theology of the charismata based on the readings,
interviews, and Biblical studies done in the course. The paper should be 7-10 pages in
length.
>The paper should include: 1) the student's personal view on how the "lists" of
charismata in the Pauline writings fit together; 2) the student's definitions (brief) of the
gifts listed in | Corinthians 12; Romans 12; and Ephesians 4; 3) the student's approach to
spiritual gifts in contemporary settings including how to instruct, encourage, and oversee
the gifts both in the church and in the marketplace.

GRADING PROCEDURE

1. Biblical Synthesis on the ministry of the Holy Spirit Paper 20%
Due: January 24, 2010

2. Synopsis and comparison of Schatzmann and Fortune 20%
Due: February 21, 2010

3. Comparative study on the definitions of the charismata 20%
Due: March 14, 2010

4. Pentecostal Pastors Interview 20%
Due: April 4, 2010

5. Personal Theology of the Charismata Paper 20%

Due: April 18, 2010

BIBLIOGRAPHY
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Publishers, [1985].

BR 1644 .S77 1984
Mullen, Peter. Strange gifts? : a guide to charismatic renewal. Oxford, UK: B.
Blackwell, [1984].

BT 97.2 .K5 1993
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used by Jesus and the early church meant for the church today? : a biblical
look at how to bring the Gospel to the world with power. Ventura, Calif:
Regal Books, [1993].

VIDEO BT 767.3 .S5v.2
1995 signs and wonders conference. Springfield, MO: Michael Cardone Media
Center, [1995].

BX 8762 .Z5 S54 1996
McGee, Gary B. Signs and wonders in ministry today. Springfield, Mo: Gospel Pub.
House, [1996].

BT 767.3 .A74 1996
Grudem, Wayne A. Are miraculous gifts for today? : four views. Grand Rapids,
Mich: Zondervan Pub, [1996].

BV 773 .E9 1997
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report. Grand Rapids, Mich: Zondervan, [1995].
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Bittlinger, Arnold. Gifts and graces : a commentary on | Corinthians 12-14.
London: Hodder & Stoughton, [1967].

BT 767.3 .B53

Bittlinger, Arnold. Gifts and ministries. Grand Rapids: W. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co,
[1973].
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Boettcher, Robert B and Freedman, Gordon L. Gifts of deceit : Sun Myung Moon,
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Winston, [1980].

BT 75.2 .B63 1986
Boice, James Montgomery. Foundations of the Christian faith : a comprehensive &
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[1966].
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BT 767.3 .B8 1985
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Zondervan Pub. House, [1995].
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Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, [1979].
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